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The College Chapel has received some very beautiful stained glass windows in a series which was 
commissioned from and completed by Frances Biggs, a well-known Irish artist. The windows are 
shown below with a brief description of each. The College Chapel also contains four other stained 
glass windows by other artists. 
Photographs © Terenure College. 
 
 



 

 

 

 

The Annunciation to Joseph 
 
But as he considered this, behold an Angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream saying, òJoseph, 
son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your 
wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the 
Holy Spirit. She will bear a son and you shall call 
his name Jesus é..ó When Joseph woke from sleep, 
he did as the Angel of the Lord commanded him. 
He took his wife but knew her not until she had 
borne a son, and he called his name Jesus. 
(Matthew 1:20-23)  
 
(The College is dedicated to St Joseph) 



 

 

 

 

St Thérèse of Lisieux, 1873-1897 
 
The greatest saint of modern timers is shown at 
the point of entering the gates of Carmel, clad 
partly in Carmelite colours, her hair is still 
unshorn. The white stars recall her telling her 
Papa that her name was written in heaven. 
Highly accentuated is the large host suggesting 
her love for the Eucharist. The Cross and the red 
colours suggest her suffering. At the foot of the 
window the ball recalls her saying that she 
would make herself into a ball for the Infant 
Jesus to play with or to leave unheeded. Roses 
fall in a shower from the cross, illustrating her 
most famous saying that after her death she 
would let fall a shower of roses. 
 



 

 

 

 

St John of the Cross, 1542-1591 
 
This window illustrates the first of the saintsõ 
great poems, Dark Night. It shows the lover, in 
Carmelite garb, leaving his house in darkness, 
throwing all his cares among the lilies, setting 
out on the mystical journey. The poem comes 
to life amid vivid colours which describe the 
light which burned in his heart amid the night 
more lovely than the dawn. St John of the 
Cross ranks among the greatest of the Spanish 
poets. 
 
 En una noche oscuraé.. 
 Sali sin ser notada 
 Estando yo mi casa sosegada 
 



 

 

 

 

St Teresa of Avila, 1515-1582 
 
This window is possibly unique in the world, 
portraying as it does the spiritual doctrine of the 
saint. She herself is portrayed as a Doctor of the 
Church in a seated posture. The fountain of 
water represents her teaching on prayer. òThe 
water is for the flowersó (good works). The 
butterfly signifies the transformation of the 
soul through prayer. The top panel represents in 
the shape of a prism her most famous work, The 
Interior Castle. The journey of the Christian is a 
journey inwards into the depths of oneõs being 
where the King lives in light inaccessible. The 
Interior Castle is the finest work ever penned 
on Mystical Theology. 
 



 

 

 

 

Blessed Titus Brandsma, 1881-1942 
 
A Carmelite friar, martyred at Dachau on July 
26, 1942. Here he is shown as a crucified figure, 
hanging from the bars of his cell window, 
holding the Eucharistic Bread which he 
concealed during a severe flogging. Around him 
is the mantle of Mary and the roses of Carmel. 
The rectangular shapes at the end of the window 
suggest newspapers. As chaplain to the Catholic 
journalists in Holland, he came into conflict 
with the Nazi occupiers for refusing to publish 
Nazi advertisements. An expert in the Carmelite 
mystics he visited Terenure College in the 
Summer of 1935 on his way to lecture in the 
United States.  
 


